
WWW.MABULA.COM

Thanks Sharon Labuschagne for a beautiful picture of Mabula Guides

Only few weeks until Christmas and the festive season are in full swing. Energy and excitement continues to build. It’s a time 

of abundance, a time of giving, social gatherings and over-indulgence in food! With beautiful decorations hanging everywhere, 

twinkly lights and candles providing a beautiful warm glow, and everyone fully in the festive spirit, the Christmas lunch was a 

fantastic way to start winding down the year. 
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These actions seem to be seen around us in the African bush. As we can see with the picture above, our guiding team on a 

full Christmas mood waiting to meet their guests for the afternoon spectacular safari. For Mabula’s wildlife it’s also a time of 

abundance, gatherings and an over-indulgence in food.  While the predators continue on their way and the herbivores hunker 

down for the night, vibrant scenes of family, joy and laughter were taking place at Mabula Game Lodge. 

Mabula restaurant team ready to welcome guests at our restaurant for Christmas lunch

Enough about Christmas for now, let’s focus on what has been happening on the reserve this month! There have been exciting 

events out in the bush over this month. Every day we witness changes to this picturesque landscape. The grass grows greener 

and taller, tree canopies fill with birds, flowers, fruit and leaves. Wildebeest, Impala, Warthog and many animals alike have begun 

giving birth to offspring. 

Wildebeest calves are one of the later arrivals in summer. At this age they are still wobbly on their legs and vulnerable to predation. Just like the 

impalas, by birthing all together over a short period ensures that at least some of the calves will survive through the season
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The juxtaposition of our human lives and the wildlife here is always a fascinating one to look at. While events in the world come 

and go, the birds, bees, Lions’ Elephants of Mabula and all its other wild inhabitants continue on as normal.

The first piglets I’ve seen this summer. Warthogs will make use of termite mounds that have been dug out by Aardvarks to give birth in. The 

female warthog will stay inside the burrow for several weeks nursing the piglets. This could’ve been the first day that the piglets left the burrow

What is the Big 5?

It’s a term that forms the foundation of literally thousands upon thousands of safari bookings each year, but the Big 5 is 

nevertheless a concept that many first time visitors to Africa are unaware of. Or if they have heard of it, they are unaware of its 

origins. Borrowed from hunting, the Big 5 was originally the five most dangerous animals to hunt on foot. Size really had nothing 

to do with it, otherwise leopards would probably not even make it into the Big 5! Giraffe and Hippo were never on the list either.

The Big 5 that those early explorers described took on an almost mystical aura and appeal, so it was a simple task with the growth 

of commercial photographic safaris for early tour operators to sell those same five species as photographic subjects rather than 

as trophies to be stuck on a wall. Marketing efforts these days sell the Big 5 as the reason to visit a reserve, and although the 

presence of these animals should certainly not define the quality of your stay anywhere, they will always rank highly on anyone’s 

list of desired species to see on an African Safari.

So the next question is what species make up the Big 5?

Loxodanta Africana (African Elephant)

The largest land animal alive, the elephant is a no-brainer for 

inclusion in the list, whether you are arguing from the old school 

dangerous-to-hunt-on-foot mentality, sheer size or its intrinsic 

value as an iconic and remarkably intelligent creature.

Elephants are keystone species in their environments they live in, having such an impact from their presence as to be able to 

completely alter their habitats. Consuming up to 300kg of food a day, it is no wonder that elephants need a large amount of 

room in which to live. On most days, herd of these wonderful creatures are to be seen feeding in the Mokaikai and Modjadji areas 

and we feel incredibly privileged to spend time in their presence on an almost daily basis.
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Syncerus Caffer (African Buffalo)

Often regarded as the most dangerous of the 5 due to their unpredictable nature, buffalo are easy animals to misjudge. A large 

herd with its numerous cows and calves can be an incredible spectacle to behold as they come down to drink in the evening 

glow on Mabula’s grasslands. It’s the old bulls tend to be the nasty ones.

Grumpy and recalcitrant, they have sent many men and women scuttling for the treetops over the years. You can bump into 

them at five metres and they’ll run away. Then the same bull can see you at 100 metres tomorrow and break into a full charge. 

The bottom line is it’s wise to keep a respectful distance when you see them on foot.

Buffalo are generally avoided by lions as a prey species in the summer months, when the black beasts have been grazing on 

succulent grasses and are in excellent condition, but in the winter when they weaken somewhat, lions start pursuing them more 

readily. 

The King of Beasts doesn’t have it all his own way though, and many a lion has fallen victim to the crushing hooves or sharp 

swishing horns of the African buffalo.

Panthera Leo (Lions)

In many ways the most iconic of the 5, being truly representative of Africa’s majesty (there is also a species found in India called 

the Asiatic Lion), the lion is probably the most widely studied and represented in media and stories. Animated films have been 

made about them and their status as Africa’s most well-known animal seems firmly cemented.

With big males weighing over 200 kilograms and being able to run at over 80km/h, lions are killing machines. The sheer power 

of these animals has to be seen to be believed, but it is truly frightening what one of them is capable of; with its 18 razor-sharp 

claws and a jaw full of ferocious teeth. A male lion can bring down an 800kg buffalo by himself, and the savagery with which 

they fight each other when territory and females are at stake is truly something to behold.
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Panthera Pardus (Leopards)

The most elusive of the 5, leopards are probably the one most often missing from people’s Big 5 checklist. Masters of 

camouflage, leopards inhabit almost every habitat in Africa where there is space for them; from forest to desert and up to 

mountain tops, these adaptable animals can turn their habits to suit any environment.

But there are only a few leopards on the reserve and sightings are, predictably, less common and require a lot of luck or a lot of 

time and vigilance, or a combination of the two. In earlier years, leopard viewing was scarce in comparison to our reality today. 

Leopards were skittish and hid from humans and vehicles. As they are animals that can become invisible when it does not want 

to be seen, meant that they remained a sort of enigma. However this is changing slowly as population after population of Mabula 

leopards are getting more used to game viewers and people.

Wishing You Everything Good This Festive Season

As we head towards the festive season, a time traditionally associated with the giving of gifts, it’s important to take the time and 

reflect on how many gifts are already with us every day; the kind money can’t buy the ones that often go unnoticed…

Sunshine, clean air, or the simple pleasure of gazing up at a million stars in the night sky can all form part of our basic day-to-day, 

and it is these small gifts that are at the heart of our shared humanity.

Our families and friends and the communities we form part of are the greatest source of love in our lives.

And so while looking back over the year; one might be tempted to measure its success in terms of achievements, advancements 

and acquisitions. We at Mabula Game Lodge invite you to notice instead what’s around you and to enjoy everything that truly 

matters.

Our reserve offers an opportunity for our visitors to see Africa’s ‘Big Five’, while here take advantage of our other activities like 

horse riding, quad biking, guided bush walks and don’t forget our Spa for relaxation. We guarantee you enjoyable and breath-

taking tranquillity of nature’s fauna and flora.

Incredibly dangerous in their own right
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I wish to, on behalf of the entire Mabula Private Game Reserve, to everybody coming into our peaceful game reserve a pleasant 

festive season filled with joy.

 

Management and staff of Mabula we are known for our warm, welcoming and peaceful, and we are spreading our arms to 

welcome all our guests to Mabula Private Game reserve.

Let us enjoy the season, as there is more to enjoy in Mabula Private Game reserve.

Wishing everyone the Merriest of Christmases and a prosperous new year!

From Isaiah Banda and Wildlife Team

Bushveld Greetings


