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Caught right on time, busy marking his territory 

 
For someone on their first African safari, and indeed, someone visiting Mabula for 
their first time, the wildlife experience is second to none. This experience, and the 
manner in which one would experience a game drive can however be a surprise, 
and even a little frightening to some and that is totally understandable. 

A question we as guides are often asked is “Why don’t these animals attack us?”, 
“Are we safe to be this close?” or “Why is it that these animals seem so relaxed with 
the vehicles?” 

It goes without saying that safety when out on game drive is every guide’s first 
priority. The focus of the experience is to enjoy it, to capture unique moments in 
time that can be shared with friends and family for generations to come, and of 
course, after all, the purpose is to have fun, but to do so safely! 



	  

Our guides are an extremely experienced team with more than 100 years amongst 
the guiding team, and are consequently well equipped to ensure that an 
experience is enjoyed safely. 
 

 
 
Elephants in particular have very clear body language that will tell you if they are unhappy with 
something. A respectful distance is always maintained by the Mabula guides. 
 
With this being said, guides are constantly monitoring each animal’s behaviour, and 
are always on the lookout for any signs or signals that indicate that an animal may 
not be entirely comfortable with our presence.  

Subtle movements, which may go entirely unnoticed by many, are providing 
guides with information about the animals’ state of mind, which then allows each 
guide to make a decision about how to approach an animal and to establish a 
comfortable distance from which to enjoy the sighting without bothering or 
stressing the animal. 



	  

In every situation, it is important to remember that we are merely on-lookers into 
the daily lives of these wonderful animals and should as such not lose sight of the 
fact that we need to respect them in their natural habitats. 

 
 
The big cats in particular have for the most part grown up seeing Game Viewers, and as a result are 
relaxed in their presence. 
 
This often means giving animals the necessary space that they require in order to 
allow them to continue with their natural movements as if we were not present.  



	  

 
 
Look at the difference between male and female horns, male has a big boss used for fighting with 
other bulls, while female has small one. 



	  

 
 
The three remaining cheetah cubs that were born on Mabula three months ago, were energetic 
and playful on gully road close to bush lodge, while the mother hunting in a distance.  



	  

 
 
Tawny Eagle flying over Ngorongoro plains towards its mate 
 
 
 
 



	  

 
 
Tawny Eagle on Mannekamp main road close to Ngorongoro plains 
 



	  

 
 
Giant Eagle owl on Modjadji area around Aardvark plain, this was my best sighting and picture 
opportunity since started working on Mabula Private Game Reserve 
 
Perhaps this is why we are often asked why it is that animals seem so comfortable 
around the vehicles. It is merely because we show them the relevant respect they 
deserve, so as to not interfere with their movements or natural behaviour in any 
way.  
 
Animals that therefore walk within 30 meters from the vehicle, which is an 
amazing and exhilarating experience for all, and allows for phenomenal photo and 
film opportunities, do so on their own terms, and not because they have been 
provoked to do so. It is therefore not a dangerous situation to be in, because the 
animal is relaxed and does not feel stressed or threatened in any way.  

The vehicles and the people in them do not represent either danger or a meal. 



	  

Another important element to keep in mind, is that many of these animals have 
been viewed (particularly animals that have long-established territories in the area) 
from a young age, and for many years, and have therefore come to learn from very 
early on in their lives that the noise, and presence of the vehicles pose them no 
threat.  

In addition to this, the guides request to have cell phones and tablet devices 
switched to flight mode or silent, to remain seated, and to limit noise levels, are all 
attempts to ensure that we do not disturb the animals in any way. 
 

 
 
Guides will always park in a way that the animal has right of way or escape route in case the animal 
need to. 



	  

 
 
Mabula had good rains on Tuesday night (Mokaikai had 84mm, Madjuma 51mm and the lodge itself, 
41mm). So much rain in fact that Kai dam is overflowing at the moment and our concession team 
are busy with some "damage control". 
 



	  

 
 

Flehmen, the sub dominant male pulling the face to find out whether the female is ready for 
mating 

 



	  

 
 
The best sightings are ones in which no words are necessary. We sat in silence the whole time, just 
watching 



	  

 
 
A more creative perspective of a passing journey of giraffe, and uniquely shaped trees and a 
glowing horizon 
 



	  

 
 
Warm conditions in summer means we see far more elephants actually immersed in water than in 
winter, when they tend to avoid getting too wet. 
 



	  

 
 
The bond between brothers is a unique one. And when we see that relationship in nature between 
wild animals, it can be even more interesting. The brothers are just over two and half years old and 
have been living together since they were born. Though cheetahs are known to be solitary, males, 
especially brothers, form coalitions where they decide to stay together as a team and defend their 
territory as one. Playing together on the misty early morning… 
 



	  

 
 
Female’s takes time out on their daily feeding to watch as our game viewer moves past them. They 
are most likely completely oblivious to the fact that those changes in their environment are already 
taking place that will hopefully lead to them birthing lambs at the end of the year. 



	  

 
 
Young impala will often cluster together in crèches, much to the delight of the onlookers. 



	  

 

One has to be up early to catch the sunrise at this time of year, but as we move steadily towards 
autumn, the days are shortening and the golden light of morning is sticking around for longer and 
longer. 



	  

 
 

Sun disappearing behind Waterberg Mountains 
 



	  

 
 
There is no better way of ending your afternoon safari without having a glass of wine while 
watching the sun going down behind the Waterberg Mountains. Our US guests enjoyed every 
moment of it. 
 
At the end of the day, the wildlife experience at Mabula is incredibly special, and in 
many opinion unrivalled in the African safari industry.  

The ability to view wild animals in their natural habitat within reasonable, safe 
proximity is something that makes Mabula such an extraordinary place to visit… 

That’s all I have for this month. 

From Isaiah and the Wildlife team 
Bushveld greetings 


