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I want to begin by putting my focus is on Cheetah and one particular myth that has bothered me for some time 

which is that cheetah will abandon a hunt midway through to avoid overheating and collapsing. I went on to do a 

research about the myth, and discovered some information

The body temperatures in the cheetah during the actual chasing of their prey, whether the hunt was successful 

or not, would stay relatively constant, it is only after the cheetah had stopped running that their body temperature 

would rise, but the interesting part is that their body temperature would rise considerably more after a successful 

hunt than an unsuccessful hunt.

 

Reason might be, the cheetahs rank quite low on the predator hierarchy, the rise in body temperature could be 

attributed to the stress of having to be alert and constantly on the lookout for predators as they try and protect their 

kill and feed at the same time. As for the reason as to why cheetahs sometimes abandon a hunt early, no one knows 

for sure. Maybe they are just really good at knowing when they won’t be able to close the gap.

Cheetahs have long, slim, muscular legs, a small, rounded head set on a long neck, a flexible spine, a deep chest, 

special pads on its feet for traction, and a long tail for balance.

It is also the only cat that cannot retract its claws, and adaption to help maintain traction like a soccer player’s cleats.

It also bears distinctive black tears “tracks” running from the inside corner of each eye to the mouth, which may 

serve as an anti-glare mechanism for daytime hunting.
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Territorial (Resident) males mark the area that they defend with urine. In addition, males will also mark territory  by 

raking the ground with their hind paws, claw at trees, flatten grass by rolling or deposit feces on a prominent land 

features. 

Male coalitions commonly defend their territory from other males to facilitate access to females and prey, and often 

persists throughout the lifetime of the individuals in the coalition.  

Males associate with females only at mating, provide no parental care, and will mate with as many females as 

possible. Females are essentially solitary and will breed throughout the year. 

What has become increasingly evident to me over my few years is the combined power of curiosity and observation. 

Reading one thing in a field guide and observing another thing in the field happens from time to time because 

nature is dynamic and never constant. A cheetah here at Mabula Private Game Reserve may behave differently to a 

cheetah at Kruger national park, and the same holds true for all species. 

The challenge to everyone is to never stop questioning because then you will never stop learning.

WHAT DO TREES TEACH US? DO THEY REALLY TEACH US SOMETHING?

For me, trees have always been the most penetrating 

preachers. I revere them when they live in tribes and 

families, in forests and groves. And even more I revere 

them when they stand alone. 

My sense of kinship with this tree and the extremity of 

my fear response if anyone drives within ‘squashing 

range’ of a young one is so strong that I get teased 

about it by the rest of the ranging team. I have always 

found them to hold such an innate quirkiness and 

sense of humour. Very often they grow on their own; 

solitary figures in the savannah, seemingly unafraid 

to do things their own way. They grow at crazy 

angles, exploring whatever direction they feel drawn 

to and their resultant form is one of such beautiful 

individuality. 
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Some look to me like ‘hippy’ woman and they each seem to have such interesting personalities and stories to tell. 

But what strikes me most about these trees is how gentle and slow they allow their growth process to be. 

So much of what I struggle with is chasing a sense of purpose. I get attached to the idea that there are things 

to be done and places to be and that when I get there, I’ll get the sense of satisfaction I’m looking for. When I’m 

there, then I can rest. When I’m there, everything will be perfect. What these trees teach me though is that here is 

where they rest, here is where their purpose is, and most importantly, here is where they’re at home. They seem 

to understand that home is not some place outside of themselves, some end goal, but a place created within. And 

whatever direction it is that they’re growing in, they allow the process to be slow.

In forests, mother trees actually prevent their young saplings from shooting for the sky by shading their offspring 

with their large, mature crowns. In the forest area, the parent trees only allowed through three percent of sunlight, 

just enough for the young plant to survive. This may seem cruel but in fact it is an act of kindness because slow 

growth is key to the long life span of a tree. With slow growth, the inner woody cells stay tiny and contain almost 

no air, which make the trees much more flexible and resistant to breaking. Wind storms can hit a tree with the 

equivalent force of 220 tons and if there is a weak spot, the trunk will easily snap. This slow growth makes them 

much hardier.

MADJUMA’S ICONS

Madjuma males at their best

Have a look at these two iconic animals. Their kingly appearance and terrifying roar makes your heart race. No 

matter if you are a wide-eyed first timer or a seasoned safari goer, being close to these two kings is pure excitement!

It is because these two are brothers that they can live together, forming a group known as a coalition. By doing so 

they are being more effective in defending their territory and pride group.

They will not tolerate other male lions in their pride and will fight rivals at the risk of receiving a serious injury, or 

worse.
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ELEPHANTS

A group of elephants is called a ‘memory’ of elephants. 
This is in reference to their strong family ties, 
intelligence, and reputedly long memories.

ZEBRA  

Sometimes the most interesting animals on safari aren’t 
the large predators, but the more common species that 
manage to capture our imaginations. Zebra are one of 
the most strikingly beautiful animals in the African bush 
and it’s not difficult to see why a group of zebra is called 
a ‘dazzle’ of zebra. 

The pride with lionesses and cub

The pride has to cope with ever-changing 

circumstances: lionesses get injured or killed; 

young male lions get pushed out of the pride; 

and if the coalition is overthrown, dominant 

males are driven away by rivals and the male 

cubs will be killed by the new leader that will 

want to reproduce his own offspring.

And if this is not enough, lion populations in 

Africa have dropped by almost two-thirds over 

the last 50 years. Crashing lion populations 

are partly caused by humans for use of lion 

parts in medicine. But the main issue is loss of 

natural habitat because of a growing human 

population.

Now imagine going on safari without seeing a lion, unthinkable, isn’t it?

We need to protect these true kings and preserve their natural habitat to ensure that future generations will be able 

to hear the lion’s roar – like these Madjuma Pride!

BEST COLLECTIVE NOUNS FOR ANIMALS ON SAFARI

On a Mabula Game Lodge safari, with our knowledgeable field guides, you are likely to learn all sorts of new and 

interesting information about the animals you see. One of my favorite bits of information to share are the collective 

nouns used for some of the species.

A collective noun is the name given to a group of animals. While many are common and well-known (like herd, 

flock, or pride), there are many lesser known but fantastically descriptive terms used to describe African animals.



WWW.MABULA.COM

GIRAFFE

Giraffe are another iconic African species and always a firm favorite with our guests. A group of giraffe is called 
a ‘tower’ of giraffe or a journey of giraffe, as their heads can often be seen sticking high above the trees on the 
horizon.

WILDEBEEST

The term for a group of wildebeest (also known as brindled gnu) is a ‘confusion’ of wildebeest. This probably 
originates from the noise and confusion that happens in large migratory movements of wildebeest.
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HIPPO 

Spending their days lazing in the water, and nights grazing on land as far as 15 kilometers, a group of hippos is 

fittingly called a ‘bloat’. While this may sound a little funny, coming across a bloat of hippos out of the water is no 

joke as hippos are widely considered to be the most dangerous animal in Africa.

Memories, dazzles, towers, journeys, crashes, confusions, obstinacies and bloats! We’ve got them all at Mabula 

Game Lodge. Start planning your safari to see and experience them for yourself.

That’s is all I have for this month!

From Isaiah Banda and wildlife team 

Bushveld greetings

BUFFALO

A group of buffalo is aptly referred to as an ‘obstinacy’ of buffalo. Considering their bulky bodies, stubbornness and 
tendency to stay in large, protective herds, this is a prime example of a collective noun that takes its inspiration 
directly from the characteristics of the animal being described.


