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It’s the change of season, and always as the August winds blow out here in the bushveld we are reminded of the 

shift. That change comes for everyone…we all go through times when we feel defeated, when we feel that the world 

might be against us and it would be far easier to just throw in the towel. 
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But the animals don’t teach us to think like that; for the animals of Mabula, and indeed all wildlife, the term “quitting” 

simply does not exist. No matter what the circumstances, they live in that moment, present to “what is”.

Not all make it, but the resilience of those that do, can serve as a reminder to the rest of us that even the most 

seemingly hopeless periods of adversity can be overcome and in fact can lead to our greatest joys, adventures and 

learnings…

August marks the seventh time that World Elephant Day (WED) has been celebrated. It was launched in 2012 

to create awareness across the globe of the urgent plight of both African and Asian elephants, and is a day in 

which knowledge and solutions for better management solutions of elephant populations can be shared. WED is 

supported by over 65 different wildlife organizations.

And also marks the third world lion’s day. Lions are an integral part of the entire ecosystem and a corner stone to 

any African safari. Sadly, today lions find themselves under more pressure than they have ever been. It is believed 

that just over a century ago more than 200,000 lions roamed across Africa but today’s estimations are around 

20,000. Lions are among nature’s most majestic creatures and have been woven into religion and culture since the 

beginning of time. But they could be gone from the planet in about three decades without dramatic conservation 

efforts.
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Although not a descendant of the dinosaurs, both the Elephants and Lions spark the same sense of wonder and are 

something to truly marvel at. Two great icons, not only of the African bushveld, but flagship specie for wilderness 

conservation all over the world. It is in our hands to ensure that they don’t go the same way as the dinosaurs

This month I want shift my focus to birds. What are the REAL Benefits of Birding on Mabula?

Birds are not necessarily the first things that spring to mind when one is planning that first safari to Mabula. However, 

soon after arriving here, it becomes obvious that birds are by far the most ubiquitous of all the animals out here, and 

that there are in fact some breath-taking colours, shapes and sizes to be seen. Allow me run you through some of 

the reasons as to why you shouldn’t get impatient when your guide stops to show you a particular bird…

Knowing bird behaviour can lead one to other animals or even kills.

Photos courtesy of guide Isaiah Banda and Sharon Labuschagne

Everyone knows that vultures are on the lookout for kills. Watching where vultures are dropping to the ground may 

indicate where an animal has died or been killed by a predator. However, the bateleur eagle and tawny eagle fly 

lower than vultures and are often the first to spot kills, with vultures dropping down in response to them. Thus taking 

the time to investigate an area if one sees a tawny or bateleur eagle perched in a tree may help one find a predator.

Birds will often alarm call at the presence of a threat.
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Whether this threat is a snake, a mongoose or a leopard, it is always fascinating to see what is irritating a group of 

birds. The inter-relationships between all the species out here are what make this environment such an interesting 

and dynamic place to be.
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By stopping to photograph a bird one is able to appreciate the sounds of nature, the silence and be alerted to 

animals calls or alarm calls. Switching off the vehicle’s engine and appreciating the sounds of nature is a refreshing 

part of being on safari. Often a quick sighting of a woodpecker or a quick attempt at photographing a bee-eater will 

cause one to turn the engine off just long enough to realize that a herd of impala is alarming frantically just over the 

hill from you, inaudible over the sound of the engine.
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Many times have we found the lion or cheetah we are searching for because we have taken the time to appreciate 

the smaller things without the engine running and have heard a lion or leopards territorial call, enabling us to 

pinpoint exactly where to go and search them.

Birds have been around for millions of years and have thus developed some incredible adaptations and behaviour. 

There are some wonderful symbiotic relationships between birds and animals, or even two different bird species.
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One bird species laying its eggs in another species’ nest so that the parents play no role in raising their own 

offspring. Or watch closely next time you see a herd of buffaloes or zebras and notice that not only do they have 

many oxpecker feeding off the ticks on their bodies, but also an array of birds following them benefiting from flying 

insects being flushed out of the long grass. Not to mention the complex interactions between dwarf mongooses 

and fork-tailed drongos.

Being in tune with bird calls can potentially save your life. 

When walking in the bush, the sound of oxpecker taking off at close proximity is the equivalent of a burglar alarm in 

the city. You stop dead in your tracks and carefully scan the area as oxpecker hang around large game – particularly 

rhino and buffalo – which are two species you do not want to startle at close-quarters when walking in the bush.

Eye to eye with the banker of the bushveld; a nickname given to this expression- Photos  courtesy of guide Sharon 

Labuschagne and Mk Thobejane

Birds can present some fantastic photographic opportunities.
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Summer is almost here. After months of short days and perhaps a mood that matches staying indoors (if your 

winters are wet and cold). One of the things I most enjoy about summer at Mabula is the increase in the amount of 

waterbodies due to the higher rainfall. The surrounding vegetation is also incredibly dense and supports a myriad of 

animals.

Photos courtesy of guide Sharon Labuschagne

So next time you have aid birders on your vehicle, take some time to appreciate our feathered counterparts. As 

explained above, there are many benefits to birding other than appreciating them for what they are.

That is all for this month, I will see you again in September

From Isaiah Banda and Mabula family

Bushveld Greetings


