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Picture taken by guide Marguerite Strydom

With the rains that we have had over this month over 100mm, lush green vegetation has burst, and the herbivores 

of the reserve are looking a lot healthier with all the lush grazing around. Migratory birds already returned for the 

summer, the bush has erupted with beautiful songs and melodious calls, the most prominent coming from the 

woodland kingfishers and cuckoos, but there have been so many birds along the reserve all in mating plumage and 

really thriving with the abundance of food.
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This month I decided to share two things with you. My in-house training at Mabula and my lunch break at Mabula.

During my in-house guide training at Mabula I was taught a number of valuable tips and tricks that enhance the 

guiding experience and hopefully make for a more memorable, holistic and informative time spent in the bush. I 

try to diversify my skills as a guide, incorporating as many elements as possible into how I deliver information and 

conduct a guest’s journey through their safari. In-depth knowledge about a wide variety of species both great and 

small right down to how I position the vehicle in sightings is all important. But one element that I find extremely 

valuable is ensuring that I stimulate the guest’s senses. It’s easy to bounce around on the back of a comfortable 

safari vehicle for three days looking at the various different plants and animals but at the same time I must be 

reminded to explore more than what I can just see.

Marula tree and fruits that we ussually get from marula tree on serengeti plain close to Marula Pan

To taste the fruit of a Marula tree during the summer, to feel the heat emanating from the chimney of an active 

termite mound on a cool morning or to smell the wild aniseed in the air after a thundershower can be just as 

invigorating as seeing a leopard. 

A large majority of people that visit Mabula spend most of their time otherwise, in or near a city – areas that are 

polluted by waste and noise which can so easily numb their senses. I as nature guides I am encouraged to re-

awaken those senses to allow those visitors the opportunity to experience the feelings, the smells, the flavour’s, the 

sounds and of course the sights of Mabula. On this month newsletters I wish to bring to you, wherever you may be, 

a few of my favorite animals that their sounds are so amazing for our environment.
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LION 

The roar of a lion can quite simply send shivers down your spine. The volume and tone of their iconic roar 

embodies an unmistakable sense of raw power and fearlessness and should you happen to find yourself with a 

roaring lion you’ll feel your body vibrates to the core. The sound can carry over a distance of 5 to 15 km, depending 

on the atmospheric conditions at the time, and fulfils the purpose of advertising territory or to communicate and 

locate other members of the pride.

Madjuma dominant male and sub adult male sighted on Serengetti plain just opposite Marula Pan.

One afternoon, me and my guests found ourselves with our territorial male lion. He was moving slowly through 

an open area towards us, he stopped for moment. Raised his head and listened for a moment before releasing a 

bellowing roar himself, alerting his lionesses of his whereabouts. Shortly afterwards, we heard the lionesses call from 

a different direction – a truly surreal experience to be surrounded by roaring lions.

WOODLAND KINGFISHER 

A summer-time special, the Woodland Kingfisher is one of the several migratory bird species that we encounter 

at Mabula. They spend our winter months further north, in the tropics of Africa, and return around early to mid-

November, just in time for the rains to arrive and the insects which they feed on to emerge.

A Woodland Kingfisher calls from a its perch. We usually see the first of these for the season in in mid-November.

Given the time of year, this call reminds me of a sweltering hot summer’s day. If you find yourself out in the heat of 

the day, the vast majority of animals will be lying up in the shade, escaping the sun’s rays, however the call of the 

Woodland Kingfisher will still be ringing.
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LEOPARD 

We set off from lodge and decided to pursue the leopard we had briefly heard from the Christmas hill during our 

morning coffee. Because the hill was quite in the morning, we tried to loop around in front of the direction where 

we thought he was heading, anticipating his movements.

We parked, switched off the engine and waited to see if our gamble would pay off. Only minutes later, almost on 

cue, the sound likened to saw cutting through a plank of wood, he vocalised to advertise his territory and alert any 

other leopards in the area to his presence. This behaviour is often witnessed during dawn and dusk.

VERVET MONKEY 

Upon my arrival at lodge to meet the guests before morning drive, with the Natal Spur fowl still calling in the 

background, myself and two other guides are greeted by the calls of a Vervet Monkey sitting on the rocks just in 

front of reception.

The Vervet Monkeys keep guests and staff quite entertained around the reserve, although their real value lies in 

their ability to spot leopards and cheetahs, sounding the alarm so that we all know when one of the spotted cats is 

skulking around. Pictures by Ruan van Rensburg

Guides often rely on the alarm calls of several different prey species to give away the position of a predator. 
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NATAL SPURFOWL 

If sunrise at Mabula could be represented by a single bird call, there’s a good chance the Natal Spurfowl would take 

the honours.

A Spurfowl giving us its morning song

These ground dwelling birds are often one of the first calls that you hear and often accompany me along my walk 

from my room down to lodge in the mornings before safari drive begins. Cutting through the crisp freshness in the 

air, hearing them always makes me excited about what the day may bring us.

As nightfall approaches an entirely new cast of creatures begin to awaken in the African bush. The fiery-necked 

nightjar is one of these birds whose call – for me at least – epitomises this environment. So often we dose off to 

the melody of the nightjars call in the distance, exhausted from the activities of the day. The nightjar’s call is one of 

my earliest bird call memories from my childhood days spent in the African bush and always brings on a wonderful 

sense of nostalgia.

Scops Owl call may not seem like much but it is the time of day that you hear it that makes it special. Scops Owls 

typically call very late into the evening and may be the only piercing sound that breaks the silence of the night, 

particularly in winter. These birds are notoriously hard to see though and are heard far more often than they are seen

These are just a few of the sounds that you could came across during your stay at Mabula and I urge you tap into all 

your senses while in this environment and you’ll soon find that there’s more to be seen than meets the eye.

Are there any sounds that you remember from your stay at Mabula?
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Working in the Mabula definitely comes with its perks. Unlike office jobs in the city, I step out of my house straight 

into the bush. In this month on my drive to Madjuma (which takes me a total of ten minutes) I’ve driven past a 

nyala calf sprinting around with its tail puffed up and in the air after just learning to walk; a new born vervet monkey 

balancing on a branch looking at its mother for reassurance; a creepy monitor lizard obstructing the road to 

Madjuma; and recently many tortoises crunching through dried leaves as they carry on with their business.

Just like any ‘normal’ job we get a lunch break. Recently I experienced an extraordinary lunch break as I was treated 

to a quick excursion into the bush. After gobbling down some lunch I set out to a sighting that had been found that 

morning, just outside of lodge where the female cheetah and her cubs were last sighted.

It always amazes me how long it can take me to spot an animal which, once you’ve seen it, seems as clear as day 

and you can’t believe you hadn’t picked it out immediately. I couldn’t see her cub however, and eventually settled on 

the fact that she might have been hidden somewhere. 
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She started looking around and my hopes rose as I quickly scanned for her cub. Then came the best and most 

exciting part. Her mouth opened and she made a very low ‘aaaooow’ sound. She was contact calling for her cubs! 

She called several times with no response and I started to worry that something had happened to the cubs. After a 

while I heard a faint sound coming from a thicket nearby and soon enough a little bodies came trotting out.

I looked at the time and it had flown; I needed to head back to Madjuma. As I drove back, I thought to myself 

that it’s moments like these where I am so grateful for living where I do. At Mabula. Working in the bush is truly 

unpredictable and breathtaking and as I carried on with my daily routine it becomes more evident how structureless 

and variable life is just outside the office doors. I encourage you all to do something different with your time off, 

exploring new places and creating new adventures, life is too short not to. Mabula is definitely your next visit to 

experience it all. What a lunch break!
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For those not visiting Mabula this festive season, We have got little bit of Mabula and some of 2018 pictures for 

you on this newsletter

Madjuma male and female relaxing on a cool day on bottom Serengeti after they had a sip of water on Marula Pan.

Two giraffe bulls necking against one another for dominancy. It is always amazing to see them doing this.

After having a tasty feast on a wildebeest on middle senrengeti, sub adult male took the head for himself and 

refused sharing with one female.
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Giraffe family on Safari Plains main access road, adult female was trying to pick up a bone on the ground and was 

diturbed by the soundof my vehicle.

Family and friends gathering, I am wondering what the reason baboons was with warthogs together on the spot, 

probably they had something very nice to share.

It doesn’t matter how big you can grow, you can grow as big as her, to mother you will always be her child and she 

will still give you that much needed mother’s love.
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Dung beetles are some of the most interesting insects in the bush. Dung beetles (coprophages, which means faeces 

eaters – although some do feed on mushrooms and rotting vegetation), are the clean-up crews of the bushveld, 

able to carry off and scatter a pile of dung in an amazingly short time. The species utilizes the faces, which they roll 

into a ball, for sustenance and egg development.

While driving on telegraph road, I came across this two dung beetles on a serious fight, both of them had their ball 

of dung, I think they it just happened that they came across one another, and decided to fight one another, for 

about five minutes of aggressive fight, one beetle decided it had enough and took off with its ball of dung. What a 

fight it was.

Who said we don’t have ostriches anymore on Mabula? Well here I have a proof for you that ostriches still exist 

on Mabula, and yes we have females too. Cheetahs have not finished them all. They will also get to celebrate 

Christmas and New Year if they are able to avoid cheetahs.
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Madjuma male has been actively mating with both lionesses this month, if things go well we will be having new 

cubs within a period of four months. Fingers crossed.

The cheetah cubs did not want to be left behind without giving us their show. Cubs were active playful. All our 

guests enjoyed the sightings.

In closing from your Mabula family in the Waterberg, we wish you all an enjoyable festive season and trust that 

during 2019 you may find some time to visit us so that we may introduce you to the many new experiences which 

we are offering on Mabula. Those visiting us this month, we hope you have a trip of a lifetime and that our lodge 

steals your heart forever.
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Until next year, go well 2018, sepela gabotse 2018, hamba kahle 2018, mooi loop 2018!

From Isaiah Banda and Mabula family 

Bushveld Greetings


