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In the Waterberg region of South Africa in which Mabula Game Lodge finds itself, the end of the year is a time of 

rebirth; the rains come and new life is everywhere, from impala lambs to migratory birds flocking back in from 

northern climes. One doesn’t have to look far to find metaphors for our own lives in the little family units that are 

becoming more and more prevalent in Mabula’s wildlife population with each passing day.
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A new-born impala lamb that was born this month. The impala herds will soon double in numbers as all these long-

legged wobbly lambs try and survive the multitude of predators that will try and capitalize on their vulnerability. However, 

the benefit of this synchronized birthing is that there will be too many lambs for the predators to eat all of them and that is 

one of the reasons impala are one of the most successful antelope in Africa.

But the bush is still dry and water is still scarce. With the impala lambing season getting underway a number of predators 

have been taking full advantage of this increase in vulnerable prey. 

Just on the foot hills of the Waterberg Mountains you will find Mabula Game Lodge. The history of the Waterberg runs 

deep as the area is estimated to be 1.8 – 2.2 billion years old, roughly half the age of the earth. The first known inhabitants 

were early hominids around three million years, and in more recent history, the hunter-gathering San Bushmen.  
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Within the Waterberg, ancient humanoid fossils have been discovered and there are numerous archaeological sites 

and bushman paintings showing evidence of the presence of the San, making it one of South Africa’s most significant 

archaeological and palaeontological sites. In the 19th century, hardy pioneer families and mining prospectors began to 

settle and call the area ‘home’. It is home to a wider variety of flora and fauna than anywhere else in Africa.

This comprises about 129 mammal species (including the Big 5), over 2,000 plant species, more than 380 bird species, 

more than 130 butterfly species, and over 140 tree species. In addition to Waterberg’s rich history and diverse ecological 

offerings, Mabula one of the best places to visit with your family on holiday, as well as a large variety of activities that allow 

you to enjoy our beautiful lodge.

Some of the activities include horseback riding, guided game drives, guided walk safaris, guided stargazing, night safaris, 

and cheetah tracking experience, just to name few.

Anyone who has been in the bush or on one of our drives at Mabula will be familiar with the overwhelming sense of 

wellbeing that is felt after being immersed for just a few hours in the surrounds of the African bush. You find yourself 

changed within, as deep restfulness takes hold; you breathe more easily and a tranquil, contented peace lingers within 

you.



WWW.MABULA.COM

I was in Madjuma when I received a tip-off from one of the guide where she saw a black-backed jackal den was located. 

Not wanting to miss a great opportunity of seeing them and taking picture, I decided to go have a look and see if I could 

capture the jackal pups on camera. I soon found the den close to the airstrip, to my surprise, at about 16:30, the youngsters 

decided to make an appearance. At first only one popped his head out from the den, and shortly after two more followed, 

carefully inspecting their surroundings to check if it was safe to do what pups do best: play!

While the parents went off hunting, the pups played with each other, never going too far from their den. In the distance 

you could hear a jackal calling, and the pups immediately stopped what they were doing and returned the call – I assume 

it was either the mother or the father of the pups calling.
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Both the male and female jackal take part in the rearing and feeding of the pups. When the pups are still very small, food 

is regurgitated for them and later, as they mature, the food is carried back in the mouth and left for them to eat either 

inside or often near the entrance to the den.

As the sun was setting, the parents were still out hunting, and the little ones kept themselves busy until it was feeding time.

Photos taken by Sharon Labuschagne

At the end of the day I was very pleased with what I was able to capture on camera. I hope these pups grow up big and 

strong one day – thank you pups for an awesome sighting!

It is so easy to take this magical bush Eden for granted and when I find myself on a vehicle out in the open with the cool 

spring breeze on my skin, my gaze fixed on the horizon, endless beautiful bushveld being kissed by a vast dramatic African 

sky at dusk. I inhale deeply and feel myself restored by my breathing, and feel that deep gratitude for this bush life again. 

Gently my perspective shifts and wonder returns.

We look forward to welcoming you though our doors and hearing your stories as we weave new narratives together in the 

territory of wild stillness.

That is all for this month, I will see you again in December 

From Isaiah Banda and Mabula family 

Bushveld Greetings


