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This month we are extremely proud to have six guides being nominated for the Lilizela Tourism Awards 2019. 

They have been nominated under the Nature Guide award. A true, professional guide is not only a competent 

ornithologist, tracker, protector, botanist, behavioural specialist and inquisitive naturalist but also a patient, well 

groomed, kind, passionate, selfless and enthusiastic people’s person who dedicates 18 hours of his or her day to 

creating the perfect wildlife holiday experience for someone else. 2014 was the first ever ‘Lilizela Tourism Awards 

has included “Tourist guide of the Year”. Driven by National Department of Tourism and Provincial Tourism, the 

competition is a platform for any guides to pit their bush-skills against the best on the Provincial level, the provincial 

winner will proceed to compete at national level with other provincial winners and build even more of a name for 

themselves in the industry and number one guide in South Africa. The competition will also give significant bragging 

rights to the winner and their respective lodge. The following guides have been outstanding nominated on the 

Lilizela Awards for 2019.
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Ruan Van Rensburg 

Ruan was born in 1997 in the lovely town of 

Heidelberg, Gauteng close to the Suikerbosrand 

Nature Reserve. Ruan attended school in Heidelberg 

and completed his grade 12 at Hoer Volkskool 

Heidelberg. 

Over a period of time Ruan has developed a passion 

for African Wildlife and Photography. He loves 

spending his days out in the bush. Ruan started his 

Field Guide career at NJ More Field Guide College, 

which is based in the Waterberg. Ruan immediately 

felt like he was home when he started his training 

in the bush. His field guide training was done under 

the guidance of great guides like Graham Cooke 

and Massimo Rebuzzi. In 2017 Ruan found himself a 

home at Mabula where he is enjoying his career of 

guiding. Ruan’s advice to those who wants to start 

career in guiding is “you need to have a passion for 

animals, trees, birds and photography, or at least 

one of those things as a reason for being a guide 

I believe that you need to have the enthusiasm to 

pass on to your guests otherwise you cannot give 

your guests the entire bush experience. Your guests 

must leave with more knowledge and appreciation 

of the African Wildlife. My dream is to excel and 

become the best I can be and to educate as many 

people possible about the wonderful wildlife of 

our beautiful continent called Africa. Ruan is also 

a contributer on Mabula Guides newsletter with 

photographs. Him and a camera are very good 

friends.



WWW.MABULA.COM

Liam Heighton 

Liam was born in Johannesburg, Kempton Park 

where he grew up most of his life, went to Norkem 

park primary till grade 3, then transferred to a small 

school called Mandoren academy till grade 7. 

Mandoren then turned into Curro Serengeti as he 

went into high school, stayed there till Matric. Liam 

grew up having love for nature and wanted to see 

himself one day being on a permanent holiday every 

day, which is working on one of the game reserve in 

South Africa.

The year after he passed grade 12, Liam packed his 

bags and headed to Limpopo, where he began  

his guiding at Limpopo Field Guiding Academy.  

He was one of the students that have been awarded 

internship after completing and passing their studies. 

He came to Mabula as an intern student for three 

months. On that three months Liam proofed to 

have all potentials and qualities of becoming one of 

the best guide in South Africa. He was immediately 

offered a permanent employment after his internship. 

Liam has been with Mabula since 2017 and enjoying 

every moment of being a Mabula guide. Liam is 

also a contributor on Mabula Guides newsletter 

with photographs. Him and a camera are very good 

friends.
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Mashudu Tule Mutswana 

Mashudu was born in the northern part of Limpopo 

village called Ngwenani ya Ha-Mapholi, she attend 

her school at Dambavhusha primary school and 

then went to Tshadama secondary school where she 

passed her grade 12 in 2004. Mashudu started her 

guiding career with Limpopo Field Guiding Academy 

under mentorship of Mark Stavrakist.

After completing her studies she started her working 

career around the Waterberg. She has also worked in 

the Lowveld before she made her move to Mabula 

early this year. Even though Mashudu has not being 

long with Mabula, she has already proofed that 

guiding is in her blood. Her dream is to achieve a 

trails guide qualification and lead trails on a big five 

area. 
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Cyrano Padiachi

Cyrano Padiachi was born in Johannesburg. 

Attended Mondeor Primary school which is when his 

love for nature was born. After completing his first 7 

years of his 12 year school sentence, he was shipped 

off to Parktown Boys High School, where his love for 

nature grew even more. 

In Grade 12 he had his heart set on being a Marine 

Biologists but for various reasons that didn’t work 

out. That’s when he found out about the guiding/

tourism industry. After a research Cyrano found the 

Nature College down in Riverside located in the 

Western Cape and in January of 2017. 

He completed a 6 month nature guiding course. He 

was then placed in few lodges to gain experience in 

guiding, after the internship Cyrano found himself 

heading to Mabula for an interview. Two days after 

his interview he was so happy to get a call from 

Mabula to say he has now became part of Mabula 

family. Since then Cyrano took ownership of his work 

and excelled in his position. 
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Moneya Moeng

Moneya Moeng was born on Mabula and grew up 

in the area before moving to Hamanskraal to attend 

and completes her grade 12. After completing her 

grade 12 the love of nature brought her back to the 

bush. She had love for nature and decided to take a 

career as a field guide. She was nominated in 2018. 

Moneya came in on Mabula as a student on PDA 

that Mabula offered her; she took the opportunity 

with both hands to complete her Field Guide 

studies.

This year she has been nominated again it shows 

that she is doing great in her career. She is now a 

qualified guide and excelling on her position.

For all the above mentioned guides to get shortlisted for interviews and presentation need our votes. 

Got onto the Lilizela Awards website and cast your vote for them. I have already voted for all of them. 

Everyone at Mabula wish them all the best and we know they will represent us well and make us proud.  

I did it twice in 2014 and 2017 and they can also do it.
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April sees Mabula heading towards the end of the rainy season and approaching winter and enjoying lower 

temperatures and rainfall, however weather can be unpredictable at this time of year. Game viewing can be patchy 

in places. Lions and other predators are gearing up to occupy even more of centre stage than usual as winter sets in. 

Cooler temperatures mean longer hours of activity and an open habitat in which to view them and with the Impala 

rut getting into full swing, May is set to be even wilder than April in terms of wildlife viewing. But bird-watching is 

still good, although many summer migrants are now preparing and packing their bags to move on back to their 

breeding grounds.

The meaning of light - a simple definition of light is a natural agent that stimulates sight and makes things visible. 

Quite literally, you would not be able to see if it weren’t for natural light from the sun, or artificial light from a lamp  

or candle. I have always been fascinated with light, but more specifically with how it transforms natural settings.  

My favourite example of this is looking up at the leaves of the tree canopies at Mabula; the way light shines through 

each leaf, highlighting its veins, then onto the ground below, also warming my face as I drive or walk underneath the 

large trees. It can be mesmerising.
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My favourite time of the day is sunset. The golden light exaggerates everything it touches, and this time of day 

makes for incredible portraits of people, animals and landscapes. Photographers have appropriately named this time 

of the day “Golden Hour”.

After rain has fallen across the landscape, the first rays of sunlight hit the drops that have collected on every leaf, 

branch and spider’s web, looking like strings of diamonds. During the night time the light changes; spotlights come 

out and the light they cast is in beam form. Its effect is profound but its scope limited. Concentrated light like this 

has a whole different feel to it, a more concentrated purpose.

A flash of a leopard’s white-tipped tail; the eyes of the scrub hare shining red; a bush baby and her young scurrying 

along a branch; crocodile eyes peering out from the water in Ngulubi dam… after dark these are all brought into far 

more acute focus by the spotlight beam.

At Mabula we are blessed with incredible big 5 sightings. One thing we don’t see very often is Serval. We had just 

witnessed a phenomenal lion hunt and were on our way back to lodge, delighted at the evening’s sighting. All of a 

sudden out of nowhere a Serval leapt 4 feet into the air bounding head first into the grass. In the spotlight it looked 

almost mystical!
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You get back from safari-drive and arrive at your dinner venue and a whole new array of brilliance greets you; lit 

up by candles in brown paper bag or a crackling fire under a majestic Fig Tree, the evenings at the lodge take on a 

romantic feel.

That is all for this month.

From Isaiah and Mabula family 

Bushveld Greetings


