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From short pants, sunglasses, hats and light shirts, craving a dip in the pool, to thick jackets, long pants, ponchos and 

begging for the warmth of a fire, is what this month’s temperatures have been like. It’s the time of the year where we 

see change in front of our eyes. Much-needed rain came down pouring over 100mm and the bush changes daily. 

Around every corner we find impala lambs running after their mothers. Brightly coloured birds continue to call from 

dense bush to the tree tops above. It becomes a time of plenty and so too have been the sightings we are lucky to 

witness.
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Sunrise – 05h15 | Sunset – 18h56 
20ºC Low | 36ºC High
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As we look back at what was a great year at Mabula. It has always been our vision to offer a home away from home 

in a pristine bushveld environment. A concept we still follow today. We have an amazing team who are committed 

to sharing this vision with all our guests. A team committed to warm hospitality and a sense of caring. This is our 

home and we are proud to share this with the world.

Our Reserve Management team, along with our Safari Team, have been amazing in their unreserved conservation 

efforts. Efforts that have faced many challenges in what was another dry year. We witnessed how one powerful 

natural element can change an environment, but with sound conservation practice – we saw the positive dynamics 

it has produced.
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2019 Game viewing has once again been phenomenal this year with our highly trained Guides being out in the field 

on a daily basis – interpreting the bush to guests and changing people’s lives while educating on the importance 

of conservation. An experience we gladly share with our guests, friends, families and followers on our Social Media 

platforms.

Here are some of the 2019 highlights in game viewing and happening on Mabula, it has been indeed the best year 

for our guests and everyone who took their time to visit Mabula.

Seeing pangolin for the first time was the biggest highlight on the history of Mabula safari. The photographic 

opportunity was not great at all, however, it was a Pangolin, and we saw it.
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Another highlight was when our own Cyrano Padiachi won the Lilizela Provincial guide of the year 2019 for Gauteng 

Province and went through to compete at national level. Although he did not win the National one, good news is he 

is ranked among best guides in the top five in South Africa, that alone is the biggest achievement.

First light is already breaking through around 04:30am and before one knows it, the heat of the day is upon us. 

These early hours are great for all birds to call and advertise their presence.

They are now everywhere. Wherever there is fresh dung, one will find dung beetles flying in from all directions to 

begin rolling their balls. Here a female attach herself to a fist-sized dung ball as the male rolls it away. They will then 

bury the ball, the eggs will hatch, larvae will feed on the dung, grow and pupate before emerging as one of these 

beetles a year later.
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Another highlight of 2019 was to be 

able to give a child a hope, kids from 

Modderspruit Primary School were invited 

to Mabula on Mandela day as part of our  

67 minutes Mandela day. They were given 

an opportunity to witness the big five 

animals on Safari. All of them has never 

been on safari let alone see a big five 

animal life.

Lions resting during the hot summer day 

on Guarry bush road. 2019 has produced 

wonderful sightings indeed.

Mabula is a powerful teacher, and the beauty of a Mabula safari is that it imparts lasting lessons, ones that are widely 

applicable to life beyond the bush. A safari drive, for instance, is a classroom-on-wheels, a rolling tutorial in animal 

behaviour, bush ecology, storytelling, conservation history, and sundowner assembly.
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But it’s also an ideal metaphor for how to travel, whether you’re out in the bush or exploring the lodge. A safari 

teaches the value of getting an early start, of going off the beaten path, of giving into your curiosity. On a safari drive, 

you learn to be persistent but flexible, patient and open. You learn to take time – wherever you are – to watch the 

sunset.

And, as any convert to the wonders of an afternoon biltong break will tell you, safari drives are proof that eating like 

a local – is a winning strategy. On safari, the noise falls away, leaving you to get in touch with the essence of a word, 

its deepest meaning, and the truth of an idea.

It’s honouring a rich human history while restoring an ecosystem to its authentic, pre-industrial state and staying true 

to the meaning of safari (a journey): self-discovery through exploration. Reflecting on my most memorable sightings 

at Mabula for 2019 – some heartbreaking, others bursting with the miracle of life.
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A safari is a journey in the most authentic sense of the word, because on a safari drive, nothing is scripted. It’s a 

window into the truth of the natural world, where everything is authentically itself, where nature’s ancient story 

continues to unfold, and where there’s always something new to discover. And 2019 was that best safari journey.

All I can say at this stage is – watch this space, Mabula is going capture the world once again in 2020…

As we look forward to another challenging yet exciting new year ahead. We thank you all for being part of our year 

and for being part of yet another exciting chapter in the book that is “Mabula Game Lodge”. A Book that has a long 

and proud history and a book we are excited about writing the next chapter – 2020, together! 
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I would like to further thank each and every member of our extended family worldwide for your amazing support 

this year. Thank you and we look forward to making 2020 a huge success with you as our partners, guests and 

friends. A very happy festive season to you all and may you be blessed with health, happiness and success in the 

New Year that lies ahead.

Thank you to Riette Smit and Andrew Howard for always sharing their beautiful images.

That is all for this month. Enjoy reading the last and final guides newsletter for 2019.

From Isaiah and Mabula family

Bushveld Greetings


