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Nelson Mandela spent 67 years making the world a better place in public service. Every 18th of July, people 

everywhere – but South Africans especially – are asked to give only 67 minutes doing something similar. Every 

person has the power to change the world, and it starts with the simplest acts of kindness. Mabula was no difference 

also. Our 67 minutes was dedicated to Modderspruit Primary School, one of the community school in Bela Bela.

MABULA GUIDES NEWS FOR JULY 2019 
Written by: Isaiah Banda  - Madjuma Reserve Manager

Sunrise – 06h49 | Sunset – 17h26

9ºC Low | 18ºC High
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The school consisting of 185 kids got an invitation to spend Mandela day on Mabula together with Mabula Family, to 

get an educational tour on a safari vehicle and experience what our guests experience.

For most of these kids was a first-time experience and to see all the animals close on an open vehicle.

The safari tour started from the main lodge headed to Mvubu dam where a surprise light lunch was prepared for the 

kids to enjoy.

After a delicious light lunch prepared by our kitchen chefs, they all headed back to the main lodge where all the kids 

were given a gift goody bag each to take it home with them.



WWW.MABULA.COM

“What counts in life is not the mere fact that we have lived. It is what difference we have made to the lives of others, 

that will determine the significance of the life we lead – Nelson Mandela”. These kids left Mabula on a very happy 

spirit because they were Mabula VIP’s, this type of memories will last for a long time to come and they will always 

remember Mabula as that place that made their dream come true of being on a safari one day. I heard some of 

them already seeing themselves as field guides. Principal Zanele Ledwaba and teachers of Modderspruit expressed 

their happiness and thanked Mabula Family for inviting their school to spend Mandela day here with us. And thank 

you to all who were involved in making these kids dream come true. Big thank you to the guides who spend most 

of the time with them. Guide of the day goes to Thabang Phala, I think this day took him back to his young age, he 

enjoyed being around these kids more than all the guides.

Observing wildlife in their natural habitat, listening to the quiet sounds around you, smelling the scent of the bush, 

“touching” nature lightly is a soul-stirring experience. So many of our human senses are naturally enhanced by being 

in a natural environment that is unlike any other experience.

Mabula Game Lodge is known for its biodiverse habitat supporting a myriad of species that forms part of the Mabula 

Private Game Reserve conservation area, allowing for an uninterrupted flow of wildlife. 
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Our warm hospitality comes highly commended and our attention to detail and excellence seamlessly integrates 

into an unforgettable safari experience for our guests.

While we can do our best to prepare you for what to expect when you arrive, what you will see while out in 

the bush on safari, we can’t prepare you for the exhilaration of an authentic safari. Close bush encounters stir 

juxtaposing emotions of excitement and calm as time slows down and you acquire a deep sense of connection to 

the natural world.

Over thirty years of safari and conservation has allowed us to get so close to animals that they don’t associate our 

presence with stress or discomfort. Our incredible Field Guides and teams are an integral part of providing this 

experience - highly trained and passionate individuals that lead these journeys daily.
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Their intuitive interpretation of the bush and teamwork, supported by their collective guiding and environmental 

etiquette, is the most important way of showing respect to this Mabula fauna and flora. Part of their passion is 

to communicate the important role we play in the natural environment and how it all fits into conservation and 

ultimately a bigger picture.

We do not interfere with the natural surroundings and let nature take its course while providing the opportunity to 

view animals in their natural habitat, undisturbed, as part of a safari experience of a lifetime. Our safaris take place 

in a 4x4 game viewing safari vehicle, allowing us to drive all over the reserve including the area that needs 4x4 

traversing to navigate the bush terrain in the instance of high-profile sightings up on the hill. There is no restriction to 

guests’ line of sight, regardless of where they are situated on the vehicle, leaving guests to understand, and not just 

identify, what they have seen and experienced.

While we enjoy fauna flora on the reserve, our responsibility is deeply entrenched in environmental diligence, the 

utmost respect for our fragile ecosystem, share our wealthy knowledge with our guests and our commitment to 

sustainable eco-tourism. Over the past three decades, we have been bringing guests to this unique part of South 

Africa, feeding our insatiable curiosity for the mysteries of nature.
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My philosophy of ‘Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow’ serves as my daily reminder to conserve rapidly dwindling nature 

area, to provide a sanctuary for fauna and flora as part of Mabula and South Africa’s heritage and to be true examples 

of effective ecotourism by linking tourism with conservation and the guests. When I talk safari language I can talk 

forever, it is my passion. Safari is about losing yourself in the moment, absorbing what you are experiencing and 

knowing you are contributing to something incredibly special in support of tourism and a sustainable future, that is 

what we do here at Mabula.

Enjoying lunch mixed with pleasure at the same time 

It is not always about the big sightings, but also about getting to know the small things.  

A walking safari with your guide opens an entirely new world as the ground you walk on literally comes to life while 

you examine the vegetation, insects, minuscule spiders, birds, and frogs. You become part of the landscape and in 

this vital nature area, there is the comprehension that you are part of something amazing that needs to be protected 

for future generations.
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One animal that strikes me the most is a Klipspringer. 

Lessons we learn from a Klipspringer - This diminutive 

little antelope only weighs between 10-15kg and 

have adapted to live in rocky hills and outcrops it 

has developed some very interesting features which 

differentiate it from all the other antelope that we see 

on the reserve.

Klipspringers walk on the tips of their hooves and 

because of this, they leave a unique track when they 

do walk on softer ground. Their hooves are cylindrical 

with blunt tips, and just inside the edge of the hoof is 

a softer cartilaginous pad. These features mean that 

the Klipspringer can hop from rock to rock with such 

ease that even steep rock faces pose no problem. 

The hooves provide incredible traction, absorb the 

shock of landing and make sure that the Klipspringer 

can turn on a dime which makes them very hard to 

catch if you are a predator in their rocky environment. 

Granted, there aren’t all that many Klipspringers on 

the reserve, but we hardly ever see them being made 

a meal of. The rocky areas where Klipspringers are 

found often experience quite substantial weather changes. These exposed areas can go from being extremely hot 

to extremely cold in different times of the year. The Klipspringer has adapted to this through its fur. Each strand is 

hollow, flattened and springy. This really helps them regulate their body temperature by providing insulation and 

conserving moisture loss during hot and cold times. The hollow fur also has the added advantage of providing a little 

bit of cushioning should the Klipspringer fall on the rocks it is jumping on.
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The colour of their coat also enables them to blend into their surroundings effectively. Overall, they have a golden 

tinge to their coat, but it does not have a uniform appearance and looks a bit rough. In between all the paler hairs 

with golden tips are darker strands of hair which when put together provide great camouflage especially in these 

rocky areas.

It is quite rare in mammals for males and females of a species to form a monogamous breeding pair. In fact, only 

about 5% of mammals do this. Klipspringers are one of them. Due to the nature of their habitat, the areas in which 

you find them are often islands isolated by large areas of unsuitable habitat. It could, therefore, be extremely difficult 

and dangerous to risk traversing these areas to find a mate. Therefore, once they do find a mate they stay together 

for life and the energy that they would have used to keep on finding new mates can rather be used to defend their 

territory and raise their young.

They will defend their territory together by striking tall, statue-like poses on some of the higher rocks which would 

hopefully deter any intruders. They demarcate their territories by leaving dung piles throughout the area but mostly 

along the boundaries. They also have two black slits (preorbital glands) on their face which allows them to deposit 

secretions on leaves and branches which would let others know that this area is taken.

Having said this, Klipspringers can sometimes be less aggressive to their own and in some areas, you can find 

temporary associations of several different family groups. Klipspringers are browsing antelope that forage from a 

variety of different plants found in their habitat. They can stand on their hind legs to get to otherwise out of reach 

leaves which is a very useful trick in the rocky areas in which they live. They are not highly dependent on water but 

will drink from rock pools after rain.



WWW.MABULA.COM

Klipspringers, to me, epitomize the term adaptability. They have found a way to make an otherwise harsh and 

exposed environment their home and they make it look easy.

I always love driving around the rocky area around rhino road and telegraph extension and spotting a Klipspringer 

standing seemingly resolute on top of the rocks. We as humans can learn a thing or two from these unique 

antelope; even in the toughest of times, we need to be willing to adapt and make the things around us work in our 

favor and not look at them as obstacles to growth. We are very fortunate to have these little creatures on Mabula 

and we must appreciate every moment we see them.

Whether on foot or in a safari vehicle, a Mabula safari experience is unsurpassed.

Thanks again to Riette Smit and Andrew Howard for sharing their pictures with me. 

That is all for this month.

From Isaiah and Mabula family 

Bushveld Greetings


