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May takes us to autumn period, with the onset of slightly cooler, dry weather compared to the hot wet weather of 

the waning summer. Some of the trees this time of the year start turning yellow and some are shedding leaves, and 

the previously verdant green grass and shrubs are reverting to dry stalks – meaning that it will soon become easier to 

spot wildlife. Blankets and hot water bottles have started to become the order of the day as the lowest temperatures 

of the year so far have been recorded. It certainly hasn’t been as cold as it can be, but gloves and woolen beanies 

are more prevalent out on game drive.
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Sunrise – 06h44 | Sunset – 17h26

12ºC Low | 28ºC High
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The chill hasn’t slowed the wildlife viewing down at all though. Quite the opposite in fact as the mother cheetah and 

cubs have been viewed moving late into the mornings.

The regular midday bark of kudus emanating out of the mountainous side indicates that leopards are also moving at 

all hours. 

This has also been a very special month to all of us. Celebrating the nature of Mothers. She’s the first true 

connection you ever made. She’s been your confidant when you couldn’t share your secret with anyone else.  

She’s the one who quietly gives you the advice you need just at the right moment. She whispers to you in the wind 

and speaks to you in stillness. Her hand is always on the small of your back, guiding you when you might have lost 

the next track. A nurturer, a provider, a healer, a guide, a warrior, a confidant, a protector, a friend, a home… she is 

Mother Nature.

From the human mothers and mother figures in our lives to the nurturing elephant matriarchs, the strong, 

independent lionesses, the Mother Leopard herself, and all the animal mothers who share their instinctive gift of 

mothering with us all, we acknowledge that Mother Nature is the greatest mother of all, having taught us everything 

we know about what motherhood really is.

Wishing all Mothers in all forms, biological and otherwise, a Happy Mother’s Day this coming Sunday. Thank you for 

all that you do and all that you are.
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Mabula got a visit from the local school in the area. Modderspruit Primary School approached Mabula to get 

donated a safari for the kids as an educational trip to learn about nature and conservation on Mabula Private Game 

Reserve. Most of these kids have never seen a lion or elephant before and for them it was a dream comes true.

They kept the guides very busy with thousand and thousand of question they had as they were eager to learn from 

them. one day they will be guides or nature conservationsit for our country. And this will go a long way for them 

and they will always remember Mabula by offering them an oppoturnity to experience what they always saw on 

television. 

What was on the Sighting Market this month on Mabula? 

Lions are the most visible, most gregarious and noisiest of the cats. The patriarchs are dramatic to behold, with a 

cloud of mane as fragrant as dried grass – the only cat, domestic or wild, that displays such ornamentation. Add their 

high-voltage amber stare, deep chest and shoulders striated with muscle and sinew flowing under a golden skin as 

they drift though the bush, disappearing, reappearing, disappearing again and it is plain to see why few other animals 

rivet the imagination as vividly as the lion.” 

The African lion is a tactical predator that displays an extraordinary resourcefulness and inventive ability. In many a 

hunting situation they surprise us in ways that surpasses our interpretation. They ambush their prey, using teamwork 

and speed as their greatest weapon. But they cannot maintain that speed for long. However, they are equipped with 

exceptional vision that’s approximately six times better than ours at night, so most of their kills are made after dark 

when they have more of the advantage.
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Nevertheless, from my own observations over ten years, Madjuma lions have a habit of making kills on the fence 

line, by chasing animals against the fence. They are a pleasure to watch and a better understanding of their 

conservation status just adds to our appreciation of each sighting.

An alarm call! What does it refer to? Can be defined as:

A ritualized means of communicating a danger or threat among the members of an animal group, in simpler terms, 

animals or birds will release a unique vocal call in the presence of danger. Regularly refer to alarm calls while out 

on drive and I realize that sometimes this reference may be falling on deaf ears. They are without doubt some of 

the most important, if not the most important signals we use to find large predators, but first-time visitors to Mabula 

might not be familiar with the term. Paying attention to the sounds around us while out on safari is a massive part 

of tracking and finding animals. The environment is alive with sounds, and deciphering what they mean is vital. 

Luckily for us, Mabula guiding team has centuries of combined guiding experience. This means that guides are able 

to distinguish between what is, for example, a normal bird song or one that indicates that a large cat is walking past, 

subtle but effective. 

But why do animals alarm call? This may seem obvious at first, but when one delves deeper and looks at examples, 

it becomes a bit more complex. 

Let’s begin by discussing monkey alarm calls. Now if we take a look at impala, and their response to different threats, 

the theory behind alarming becomes quite interesting… Impala are herd animals, typically found in large numbers, 

other than the exception of single impala rams that have established territories for the rutting period. Throughout 

the day and night, there will always be several impala scanning around for any potential predators. There is no
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organization or time-share agreement here – naturally while one has its head down feeding, another will be on the 

lookout. If a lion, leopard or cheetah is seen by an impala, the antelope will start to make a cough-like alarming 

sound, while staring at the threat.

The alarm calls of impala serve few functions, to alert the rest of the herd to the presence of danger and to alert the 

predator that it has been seen. In the case of leopard and lions, the element of surprise is the most critical factor in a 

hunt. If this is lost, the lion or leopard will give up on the hunt, almost every time. Therefore, the impala alarm call is 

not only serving to alert the rest of its own species, but is also giving vocal cues to the predator to stop hunting.

Sometimes there is no alarm call. The impalas will immediately sprint for their lives the moment they see a predator 

– silently – often throwing their hind legs into the air dramatically while fleeing; a display known as stotting. This is 

fascinating because it means each individual is concerned with saving its own life as it flees, not caring to alert the 

rest of the herd like they would if they saw a leopard or lion in a distance. What this tells us is that when impala alarm 

call – really they are communicating as much with the predator – shouting “Hey! I’ve seen you! Don’t hunt!” – As 

much as they are alerting fellow herd members to the potential threat.

So from the evidence we have discussed thus far, it is clear that alarm calls are not only for communicating within 

a species (intra-species) but also between different species (inter-species). On this same note, it is not only us on 

game drive that are listening out for alarm calls. A sleeping brown hyena or lion can awaken very quickly if it hears 

serious enough alarm calls close-by. We have often seen large predators get up and trot in the direction of alarm 

calls, in the hopes that they will find themselves a kill that they can scavenge.
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A good rule to remember is that the smaller the species, the less reliable the alarm call may be. For example, a 

small bird will alarm at anything from a larger bird, to a mongoose, to a leopard. So sometimes they are effective 

in taking note of, but not nearly as effective as a large animal such as a kudu. A kudu is not concerned with a 

mongoose, thus when you hear one barking in alarm, there’s a good chance that a lion or cheetah has been 

spotted. 

Hopefully now when your guide refers to alarm calls you will know what is actually happening around you.

That is all for this month. 

From Isaiah and Mabula family 

Bushveld Greetings


